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Cabinet call
on Franas
settlement

I Gareth Parker
State Political Editor

Premier Cdin Barnett has
revealed itwas a Cabinet dedsion
to have taxpayers cover the cost of
an out-of-court defamation settle-
mentincurred by Corrective Ser-
vices Minister JoeFrands.

Mr Frands was forced to issue
an apdogy to the Department of
Corrective Services former chief
finandal officer George Kessaris
after the contents of documents
wri tten by Mr K essari s containing
daims of finandal non-compli-
ance and governance were | eaked
to TheWsst Australian.

Mr Frands criticd sed Mr K essa-
ris performancebuthad topublic-
ly retract and apdogse to the
former CF O in an out-of-courtset-
t ementreached last month.

Mr Frands blamed his com-
ments on " the bestknow edge and
the bestadvicel had atthetme’.

On the same day Mr Frands
made his comments, Corrective
Services Commissioner James
McMahon refused to criticdse Mr
Kessaris. " Thatwas a memo writ-
ten by a man who cares about his
job," Mr McMahon said on March
26 the day the story broke

Mr B arnett said liability for the
out-of-court setdement was " con-
sidered very carefully” by him and
Cabinet

"It was a long established rule
thatif a minister, in doing his job,
someone takes (legal) action
against him — and that can hap-
pen for all sorts of reasons — then
the State stands behind (theminis-
ter),” Mr B arnettsaid.

“H ewasrespondingtoa (media)
inquiry. Hemade a comment Per-
haps he could have been more con-
servative in that but that was
responding to a public (media)
inquiry aboutissues.”

Asked if Mr Francis could rely
on the defence that he was only
following advice, given Mr M cM a-
hon's comments, Mr B arnett said:
"The State Government sought
advice from the State Solicitor's
Office Theylookedatitvery clear-
ly and carefully buttheir advice to
me and to the A ttorney-G eneral
was thatthiswas a situation where
the State should setdeit”

Mr B arnett said the setlement
amountwould not be made public
but Oppositon Leader Mark
M cG owan has vowed torel ease the
figureif he wins the March State
election.



